Topics in Graph Theory 332-01
Fall 2008
Instructor: Dr. Anne Sinko

Office: Rice 211
Office Phone: x58286
Office Hours: M 10-11am, T 10-11am, 4:30-5:30pm, R 10-11am, 2-3pm, Other times by appointment

Email: Anne.Sinko@oberlin.edu
Textbook: Graphs and Digraphs, Chartrand and Lesniak, 4th edition.

Objectives: 
-Gain an understanding of the major research fields in graph theory and some of their applications.



-Improve existing proof techniques


-Develop literacy and reasoning using current research papers



-Improve ability to discuss and write mathematical ideas

Grades: This course is graded on an A, B, C, D, and F system. The relative grading values are



-Tests (3)


15% (highest test grade), 10% for the others




-Graded Homework

15%



-Presentation


10%



-Class Commitment

15%



-Final 



25%




-Friday December 19 at 7-9pm
Attendance Policy: You may miss up to two classes without penalty. After the fourth absence, your grade will be reduce by one increment on the grading scale, e.g. from an A to A- or B+ to B. Each successive absence will result in reducing the grade by one increment per absence. I reserve the right to excuse an absence, under emergency situations (e.g., hospitalization), at my discretion.
Tests and Examinations: Makeup tests and examinations will be given only if you have a valid reason for missing the test, such as an illness for which you have seen a doctor and it has been determined that you cannot attend class or a college sanctioned event. If you miss a test, you must provide written documentation to show that it was impossible for you to take the test at the scheduled time.

Tentative test dates:
Test 1- September 30




Test 2- October 30




Test 3- December 2
Homework: Homework will be given on a regular basis. Graded assignments are due at the beginning of the class the day it is due. Barring extenuating circumstances, homework that is one class late will receive 80% of the total grade. If it is turned in two classes late, it will receive 50% of the total grade. After one week, the work will not be accepted. 

Presentation: Every student will choose an approved paper on which to give a 10-15 minute presentation near the end of the semester tentatively on December 11. 
Incomplete: An Emergency Incomplete is authorized by the Dean of Studies “for reasons that arise from circumstances beyond the student’s control, usually for medical, psychological, or life-crisis reasons”.

An Educational Incomplete can be assigned at my discretion provided that the student has no more than two Educational Incompletes during his or her collegiate career at Oberlin.

Honor Code: “All work that students submit is expected to be of their own creation and give proper credit to the ideas of work of others. When students write and sign the Honor Pledge, they are affirming that they have not cheated, plagiarized, fabricated, or falsified information, nor others in these actions” (Students’ rights and responsibilities). The Honor Pledge is “I have adhered to the Honor Code in this assignment”.

Disability Statement: By Section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act no student shall be discriminated against due to a disability. If you are in need of disability assistance please contact the Office of Student Academic Services. Please note that these services are entirely confidential.
Material: We will cover (roughly) chapter 1 and a little of chapters 2 and 3 before Test 1. Test 2 will cover chapters 4, 5, and 6. Test 3 will cover chapters 10 and 9. The remaining time will be chapter 8 and material not covered in the book.
