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EXHIBITIONS AT THE ALLEN MEMORIAL ART MUSEUM

Fall 2006 and Spring 2007

OBERLIN (www.oberlin.edu/allenart)—The Allen Memorial Art Museum at Oberlin College is pleased to announce its fall 2006 exhibition line-up as well as the exciting Sol LeWitt exhibition coming in the spring of 2007. Now on view is Facing America: Portraits of the People and the Land, photographs from the collection; opening August 29 will be Art Since 1945, also from the Allen’s great collection, as well as American Portraits from the Cleveland Museum of Art, four CMA American portraits complementing our own pieces. See below for exhibition descriptions.

Facing America: Portraits of the People and the Land
Ripin Print Gallery

Now on view through December 18, 2006

Spanning the last 75 years of photography in the United States, Facing America offers a range of viewpoints and interpretations—from idyllic and glorified images of the land to candid and unforgiving portraits of people. Works by Edward Steichen, Margaret Bourke-White, Walker Evans, and Ansel Adams are contrasted with later photographs by Diane Arbus, Joel Peter Sternfeld and Cindy Sherman. This exhibition traces the physical and intellectual changes that have taken place in the last century of American photography.
Art Since 1945

John N. Stern and Ellen Johnson Galleries

August 29–December 23, 2006

Drawn entirely from the Allen’s important permanent collection, this exhibition highlights major postwar practices in modern and contemporary art, including abstract expressionism, pop, minimalism and conceptual art as well as a wide selection of new work in a variety of media. On view are paintings, sculpture, drawings and prints by Willem de Kooning, Eva Hesse, Agnes Martin, Claes Oldenburg, Andy Warhol, Frank Stella, Chuck Close, Jim Dine and Kiki Smith, among others.

American Portraits from the Cleveland Museum of Art

Willard-Newell Gallery

August 29–December 17, 2006

A selection of four American portraits from the Cleveland Museum of Art will be exhibited at the Allen during fall semester 2006. On view are works by Benjamin West, Gilbert Stuart and two pictures by the Boston painter John Singleton Copley. The selection includes Copley's outstanding portrait of Nathaniel Hurd, an important patriot of the American Revolution, painted about 1765.  These works complement British and American paintings from the Allen’s permanent collection.
Adolph Gottlieb: Early Prints from the Adolph and Esther Gottlieb Foundation

Sculpture Court Ambulatory
November 7, 2006-January 28, 2007

An inventive painter and printmaker, Adolph Gottlieb (1903–1974) was one of a group of artists, including Mark Rothko and William Baziotes among others, who laid the theoretical foundations for Abstract Expressionism in a now infamous letter written to the New York Times in 1935. This exhibition documents 39 of the 40 finished etchings Gottlieb produced in his Brooklyn home between 1933 and 1946. Gottlieb’s prints are fascinating and complex works that trace the artist's development from stylized figurative work, through Surrealism, to his Pictographs of the 1940s. The Allen's 1943 Gottlieb painting, The Rape of Persephone, will also be on view in this exhibition.

Organized by the Adolph and Esther Gottlieb Foundation.

Simple Forms: Sol LeWitt at the Allen

Ellen Johnson Gallery

February 27–June 17, 2007

In 1972, the Allen acquired a major work by Sol LeWitt, 49 Three-Part Variations on Three Different Kinds of Cubes (1967–71). This early work underscores LeWitt’s belief that the concept is the most important aspect of a work of art, or, in his words, “The idea becomes a machine that makes the art.” Newly restored and on view for the first time in more than a decade, the Allen’s enamel-on-steel piece explores three types of cubes: solid cube, cube with opposite sides removed and cube with one side removed, representing all possible permutations of these cubes and their arrangements. 49 Three-Part Variations is exhibited with a new wall drawing that LeWitt has designed for the Ellen Johnson Gallery and donated to the Allen. The exhibition also includes a selection of works by LeWitt borrowed from the artist’s own private collection. 

Images available on request.
The museum is open to the public. Admission is free. Hours: Tuesday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Sunday 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. Closed Mondays and major holidays. Free guided tours may be arranged by calling the museum’s Education Office at (440) 775-8671.
Wright House

The Weltzheimer/Johnson House, a Usonian house designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, is open to the public on the first and third Sunday of each month from 12 to 4 p.m. with tours on the hour. Admission is $5.00. Tickets are available at the house on tour days, 534 Morgan Street, Oberlin, Ohio. Call 440-775-8670 for information. Note: Closed on major holidays – New Year’s Day, Easter, Independence Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas. 
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